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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

I just returned from New Orleans where 1
attended the Society of American Archivists Annual
Meeting. New Orleans is a far cry from New Hamp-
shire, but like New Hampshire, much of it is little
changed over the past century or so.

The same cannot be said for the Society of
American Archivists. Professional associations adapt
and change by necessity, yet [ felt a palpable tension
between those promoting cutting-edge technologies
and those of us who must deal with day-to-day
practicalities. Change is indeed necessary, but I
sometimes fear that in our search for the electronic
“Holy Grail,” we may be losing sight of our real and
present needs.

After discussions and presentations on digital
imaging, e-mail, electronic bulletin boards, and so on
and so forth, I was reminded of the advantage of
local and state archival organizations. In local meet-
ings, we can meet and share the latest in archival
innovation without losing sight of our real-life
concerns. Ultimately, digitized imaging or continu-
ous tone microfilm holds little promise if our archi-
val houses are not in order.

In mid-November 1993, the New Hampshire
Archives Group will hold a series of workshops
geared towards getting our houses in order. The
meeting will take place on the St. Anselm College
campus in Manchester. The theme of the day will be
"Finding and Keeping Archives and Manuscripts.”
There will be one informal workshop on keeping
archival records and another on in-house conserva-
tion treatments (see Anne Ames’s article). You are
welcome to bring your own questions or actual
problems to the workshop and, hopefully(!), the
presenters will be able to suggest solutions. After a
“dutch-treat" lunch, Pat Erwin, Project Director for
the New Hampshire Preservation Planning Initiative,
will explain the project and how it can help you and
your organization. Apart from lunch, the meeting is
free to NHAG members. Non-members will be
asked to pay a $10.00 registration fee which will go
toward NHAG membership. More information will
come next month.

[As of this issue, NHAG has thirty-five
members. I think this is great, but | am certain that
there are many more Granite Staters who should be
members. Remind your friends and colleagues!]

Bill Ross

PRESERVATION:

A STATE OF MIND

Given the wide range of materials in small librar-
ies, historical societies, and museums, preservation,/
conservation decisions often are difficult to make.
Decision processes and options for housing materials
will be addressed during a presentation at the New
Hampshire Archives Group meeting in November
1993. The presentation, entitled “Preservation/Conser-
vation Issues for Small Collections,” will also cover
tips on exhibitions, photocopying of rare items, Deeds
of Gift, security, and mold or insect infestations.

Frequently, inexpensive/no cost methods can be
utilized to stabilize materials while treatment decisions
are made and monies budgeted. The presentation will
focus on the “front line” resources which are available
to small institutions, and simple low,/no cost preserva-
tion steps for a wide variety of materials ranging from
delicate bindings to video tapes.

The first step is discovery and evaluation. This
step will determine the informational or artifactual
value of old documents, photographs, letters, bound
volumes, newspapers, and other mediums which seem
to be housed in most institutions.

The second step is stabilization and preservation. It
must be remembered that preservation of materials is
an on-going project. Cooperative efforts for preserva-
tion microfilming, “permanent,/durable” photo-repro-
duction or library binding can be cost effective and
can attract the support of grant funding agencies,
corporate sponsors, or Friends. Properly utilizing
available resources and the knowledge and skills of
archivists, conservators, vendors, employees, and
volunteers, a small institution can do wonders.

It is with short term planning that an institution
can often distinguish itself for its foresight. In addi-
tion, long term planning may enable an institution to
be a model for others. Working together, preserving
the ‘pieces’ which contribute to the rich social /intel-
lectual fabric of our New Hampshire heritage is the
goal and attending the NHAG presentation “Preserva-
tion,/Conservation Issues for Small Collections,” will
give a good introduction to where, and how, to start.

Anne Ames
Anne is a graduate of the North Bennet Street School
(Boston, M A) program in Advanced Bookbinding, She also has a MLS
from Rutgers University and is currently Circulation Supervsor at
Keene State College. Using examples, Anne will describe basic

preservation/conservation methods and explain guidelines for decision
making. She will also address the role of small collections in the

national goal to preserve our cultural and literary heritage.
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