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It’s Not Too Late

In the last issue of /nventory, 1 attempted to
illustrate the impact that federal budget cuts would
have on archival repositories in New Hampshire. The
loss or serious diminution of the endowments (Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts, National Endowment
for the Humanities, and Institute for Museum Services)
and NHPRC would greatly reduce the potential for
project support in New Hampshire. The ability for
institutions in this state to inaugurate new programs
and leverage substantial private support would be
seriously impaired. The services providedby NEDCC’s
Field Service Office, which is supported in part by
funding from NEH, would likely dry up.

The good newis: the endowments and NHPRC
have survived the President’s budget and some early
challenges in the House largely unscathed. Further-
more, NEDCC’s Field Service Office has receved

NEH funding for another three years. The bad news
is; when Congress returns to Washington, the battle
over reauthorization and appropriations will be re-
newed.

Prior to the publication of the lastissue, I wrote
to each member of our congressional delegation. In
late January, while on a trip to Washington, I had the
opportunity to meet with staff members in the offices
of Senator Judd Gregg, Congressman Charles Bass,
and Congressman William Zeliff, to let them know how
I felt about proposed cuts. I was assured that each
wanted to preserve the endowments, but that some
cuts were likely. Above everything else, legislative
staff members stated the need to hear from the folksin
New Hampshire so that each legislator could make
informed decisions.

They apparently haven’t heard from enough of
us. Inmid March, Congressman Phil Crane of Illinois
introduced an amendment to kill NEA entirely. Hap-
pily, the amendment was defeated, with seventy-five
House Republicans voting against it. Congressman
Zeliff voted with the minority to abolish NEA. Con-
gressman Bass initially voted against the amendment,
but switched his vote when it became clear that the
amendment would fail. Politics apparently outweigh
principle on this matter.

Such challenges will undoubtedly rise again.
Congressman Crane has already answered legislation
to reauthorize the endowments with his own legisla-
tion to abolish them altogether. Please take the timeto
sit down and write your elected representatives and let
them know how you feel. Remember that the cost, per
person, for maintaining the endowments is equal to the
cost of two, first class postage stamps. This seems a
small price to pay for the benefits that such funding has
brought to the State of New Hampshire. As Peter
Parker emphasizes in his editorial later in this issue, the
“bottom line’* seldom reflects the overall costs of
indiscriminate budget cutting.

BillRoss
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