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The Lewis Stark New Hampshire Imprint Collection,
1756-1900

InMay of 1978, Lewis Stark, a 1929 alumnus of UNH,
wrote tothe Special Collections Department ofthe University
of New Hampshire Library, indicating a desire to donate his
collection of 800 early New Hampshire imprints and thereby
commemorate the 50th anniversary of his graduation. UNH
was more than happy to accept Stark’s wonderful gift, which
he continues to supplement periodically with new purchases.

Lewis Stark began collecting New Hampshire im-
prints in 1933, shortly after graduating from UNH and accept-
ing ajobatthe New York Public Library. Focusing primarily
onmaterials printed before 1821, Stark’s collection now boasts
over 1,250 titles and includes the first book printed in New
Hampshire, Jonathan Parsons’s GOOD NEWS FROM A
FAR COUNTRY (Portsmouth: Daniel Fowle, 1756). Gener-
ally speaking, Stark limits his collection to materials printed
within New Hampshire during the 18th and 19th centuries. By
not limiting the subject matter ofthe collected works, however,
he has gathered books and pamphlets that cover a broad-range
oftopics, including numerous biographies, travel and captivity
narratives, sermons, speeches, essays, memoirs, and epistles.
Stark has also pursued some specific areas of interest in his
many years of collecting. Inadditionto early New Hampshire
imprints, he has given the University his collection of printed
materials relating to the Isles of Shoals and the notorious
eighteenth-century criminal. Stephen Burroughs.

This pastFall, Robert Morin, Catalog Librarian atthe
University of New Hampshire, began entering materials from
the Lewis Stark New Hampshire Imprint Collection on to the
Online Computer Library Center (OCLC). This process will
greatly increase access tothe collection, which has otherwise
been limited to use viaa finding aid. Usingthe OCLC system,
library patrons may look for New Hampshire imprints in any
number of ways—no longer limited to basic author or title
searches. For instance, by entering the name of a specific
printer, the computer will search for all materials published by
that individual, providing a listof publication titles, arranged
chronologically, and extending throughout the printer’s career.
Undoubtedly, people interested in the History ofthe Book and
New Hampshire’s print culture will find the OCLC system a
useful resource.

The New Hampshire Imprint Collection isa valuable

resource that is, in the words of past University President,
Gordon A. Haaland, *so important to scholarly research for
current and firture generations of students and faculty.” UNH
has truly benefited from Lewis Stark’s generosity and sixty-
four years of acquisition; and a continued commitment on our
part to increase the accessibility of this collection through
OCLC input will certainly expand its benefit to the public.
Erik Tuveson, Special Collections Assistant. UNH
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