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INVENTORY is designed to be a sounding
board for all NHAG members. We are looking for all
types of information concerning your archival en-
deavors. There will be four copies of INVENTORY
per year (March, June, September, and December). If
you would like to submit an article, tell everyone
about a new collection, advertise a job opening,
review a book, or just tell NHAG members what you
have been doing, please contact INVENTORY.

Frank Wheeler

University Archivist

Dimond Library

University of New Hampshire
Durham, New Hampshire 03824
{603) 862-0277.

NEW HAMPSHIRE ARCHIVES

GROUP NOW A REALITY

The Webster Dictionary defines "archivist" as a
person in charge of archives.” Although this defini-
tion is fundamentally true, it seems woefully inad-
equate for describing the diversity and breadth of the
archival field in New Hampshire. The creation of the
New Hampshire Archives Group was intended to
bring together all of those persons interested in
preserving and providing access to the state’s docu-
mentary heritage. By our definition, this includes
archivists, manuscript curators, librarians, town
clerks, records managers, trustees, volunteers, gene-
alogists, students, and rescarchers of all kinds, We
believe that our organizational committee reflects this
diversity of interests as it represents academic ar-
chives, government archives, historical societies,
private and public libraries, religious archives, his-
torical sites, and archival consultants. As an organi-
zation, we believe that there is strength in both size
and diversity.

Given the average size of archival and manu-
script repositories in New Hampshire, archivists in
this state have been referred to as "lone arrangers.”
This organization was established, in part, as an
antidote to this fecling of isolation. In addition,
NHAG was created to help foster archival education,
outreach, and a healthy exchange of ideas. Such an
organization should engender a spirit of cooperation,
while serving as an advocate to highlight the longterm
benefits that our efforts provide current and future
generations of Granite Staters.

In creating an organization from such lofty
and far-flung ideals, the organizational committee has
finalized a set of bylaws and is in the process of
incorporating as a non-profit organization. A nomi-
nating committee has proposed a slate of officers to
be elected at our first annual meeting on May 26,
1993, A list of both the organizational committee and
slate of nominees follows.

Our first annual meeting, scheduled on May
26, 1993, appropriately reflects our modest begin-
nings. It will take place over a brown-bag lunch
(12:30-1:30 P.M.) on the lower level of the the New
Hampshire Historical Society’s Stone Warchouse in
Concord. Beverages and dessert are on us. All
members or potential members are invited to attend,
At that time, we will share with you our work, our
aspirations, and yes, get about the business of passing
bylaws and electing officers.

If you are interested in participating in the
New Hampshire Archives Group, please bring your
lunch and join us. If you have any questions about
the New Hampshire Archives Group, please feel free
to call me at (603) 862-2714,

Bill Ross

NEW HAMPSHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
TO HOST WORKSHOP

On May 26, 1993, the New Hampshire Historical
Society will present an all-day workshop on the
development of collection policies for objects, manu-
scripts, and special collections. “History or Junk?
What Should You Collect and Why?” is a practical
seminar devoted to giving you the information you
need to make responsible decisions concerning your
collections.

Susan Reynolds Williams, American Culture
Historian and Site Manager of the Barrett House, will
conduct the morning session of this workshop. Susan
will focus on issues relating to accepting or rejecting
objects for our museums, and in particular, how to
use collection policies to make difficult decisions
much easier. IF YOUR ORGANIZATION HAS A
COLLECTION POLICY, PLEASE BRING IT WITH

YOuU!
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