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President’s Column
Elizabeth Slomba
Archivist, University of New Hampshire

New Hampshire Archives Group just celebrated its tenth anniversary this past spring at
Canterbury Shaker Village. NHAG came together ten years ago to provide educational
opportunities and foster networking for archivists and those who care for historical
records. Because of the tenth anniversary and a necessary revision and updating of the
bylaws, we have been reflecting on what we have done in the past and on where we
would like to go as an organization. The Executive Board has undertaken some projects
to strengthen and grow NHAG.

In response to questions raised during the spring 2003 business meeting regarding the
revision of the bylaws, the Executive Board is researching the costs and benefits of
becoming officially a non-profit 501(c)3 organization. We will provide to the membership
information about the process and what it means to the future of NHAG. A vote on
whether NHAG should file an application to become a 501(c)3 organization will take
place at the next business meeting in Spring 2004. Task forces are also working on
developing lists of meeting places and meeting times and growing the membership.
And finally, we are developing plans to respond to the final report and findings of the
New Hampshire Local Records Education Project. During the course of the project,
many issues facing people taking care of historical records and objects surfaced, such
as need for continuing education opportunities and for networking with other archivists
and curators.

Our work to strengthen NHAG has only begun. Please give us your suggestions about
what you would like to see NHAG do in the future. With an active membership, NHAG
will stick around at least another ten years and may in time even be as old as some of
our collections.

Collections Management

NHAG Fall Meeting Nov. 6, 2003

TSA Building, Londonderry, NH
If you have not received the flier, please call the Inventory editor at 271-2236
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NH Local Records Education Project Report

View from the site: Cook Memorial Library, Tamworth, NH
Chris Clyne, Genealogy & History Librarian

The successful first phase of an expansion and renovation project at the Cook
Memorial Library in Tamworth was completed in December 2001. Still ahead is the
second phase: finish, furnish and arrange a basement room to house a collection of
historical materials including maps, diaries, letters and genealogical research
information and equipment. Temporarily, this collection is kept on the first floor of the
library, in the oldest part of the building, in a cramped space at the bottom of a clock
tower. A much-needed catalyst to begin work on the second phase came in November
2002, after a library staff member attended The New Hampshire Local Records
Education Project workshop, Stewardship: Collecting and Making Historical Records
Available in Historical Societies and Libraries. The workshop provided information and
a comprehensive guidebook for collecting and preserving historical materials. In
addition, participation in the workshop included the opportunity to work at no cost with a
consultant who would visit the library and provide guidance through a preservation
planning assessment.

In preparation for the site visit library staff invited local people and organizations to
discuss the storage, care, and collection of Tamworth’s historical documents. Many
organizations such as the Tamworth Historical Society and The Bamstormers Theatre
have collections of organized materials that are accessible to at least some people.
Other groups are looking for ways to organize and store their collections. As part of
planning for the new genealogy and history center at the library, the staff wanted to
determine what needs for document storage, organization, and access could be met at
the library in a newly renovated space.

In April 2003 Cynthia Swank and Peter Parker from the Inlook Group of Portsmouth,
NH visited Cook Memorial Library for three hours and met with staff and a volunteer to
discuss how to design the new physical space. They reviewed policies and building
plans, and examined the library’s genealogy and history collection, as well as the
unfinished basement. A month later the Inlook Group provided a comprehensive report
to the library. They provided a preliminary floor plan and detailed information such as
flooring specifications, how to test for temperature and humidity, and where to place
bookshelves. Their design and suggestions have been reviewed by the library trustees
and will be a helpful resource throughout the development of plans for the renovation
project.

Hurricane coming? What do you do?
www.themasterofdisaster.com/ features a one hour disaster plan.
www.heritagepreservation.org/ the special disaster section of their site has good advice if you are in the
path of the hurricane.
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