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SESSION REPORT

Preservation/Conservation Issues for Small Collections.
Leader: Anne V. Ames, Keene State College

In a session that was both informative and interesting,
Anne Ames gave an overview of the various aspects to
consider in terms of housing and preserving collections,
offering advice and some basic tips about low/no cost
options. She then addressed specific problems described by
attendees.

Starting with the *first line of defense” - the building
itself - Anne mentioned the need to both maintain a stable
temperature and control humidity. The optimum tempera-
ture for most paper material is 65 degrees, she said. Asa
method of controlling humidity, dehumidifiers bring their
own problems in that they act as traps for mold unless they
are kept clean. Silica pellets, which absorb moisture, are a
cheap and lasting alternative. Keeping books away from
the outside walls and at least 1 1/2 feet off the floor also
helps reduce dampness and mold.

Anne advised that new material be checked for insects
and mold as soon as it comes in and then each year thereaf-
ter if it is stored away. If found to be infected, the material
should be isolated immediately. Mold can be cleaned
using paper towels with a little ammonia and water; this is
preferable to using rags, which only spread the mold
spores. If the original is too damaged to be useable,
photocopying onto acid-free, buffered paper (rather than
recycled or regular copying paper) is a good way to pre-
serve information. Make sure you make two copies,
though, one for public use and one for permanent storage.
If the item is of artifactual value, then it can be photo-
graphed.

Photographs should be stored in a neutral, unbuffered
environment using acid-free, unbuffered pieces of paper to
separate them from each other. When handling photo-
graphs, Anne suggested gloves always be worn to prevent
oils and dirt on the hand from getting onto the image and
causing the appearance over time of fingerprints. Asa
method of slowing down the chemical reaction which leads
to their decomposition, photographs are sometimes frozen.

A tip Anne passed on which made a particular impres-
sion on me concerned “exercising” film, video and audio
tapes or cassettes once a year to retard the process of
disintegration by playing them through at normal play

{continued on page 5)

PRESIDENT'S CORNER

A week before Thanksgiving, the New Hampshire
Archives group met for their first fall meeting at St.
Anselm College in Manchester, NH. Thirty-two members
and three new members met for informal workshops,
Iunch, and more socializing. As beneficial as the work-
shops were, [ think the chances for getting together with
others of like interests is of equal importance. As | tried
to speak over the din, I realized that for an organization as
young and as modest as ours, we have much to be thankful
for.

When we organized at our first spring meeting in
May 1993, I thought that we would be doing well to have
thirty-five members in our first year. As of December 1,
we number forty-seven. As an organization, I believe that
we have our fair share of interest and expertise. This is
undoubtedly a winning combination.

This success notwithstanding, there are many
others out there who could benefit, or at least enjoy, the
kind of social exchanges I have witnessed at our first two
meetings. The board is also concerned that we do not
lose focus of the things that we are and should be doing.
That is where each of you come in. You are the New
Hampshire Archives Group, and we want your ideas,
involvement, suggestions, and criticisms to keep us on
course.

As part of your New Year's resolutions, take a
moment to consider what you want from the New Hamp-
shire Archives Group and let us know. For instance, we
would like to know what kind of programming you would
like to see in the future? Would you like more social time
built into meetings? What kind of workshops would you
like for NHAG to sponsor? What sort of cooperative
intitiatives should we be undertaking? Think about it and
drop me a line or give me a call.

And ves, please have a joyous holiday season and
a happy New Year. Bill Ross

FROM THE EDITOR...

Gaylord has two free publications which may help
you with very simple preservation problems. These publi-
cations are called PRESERVATION PATHFINDERS.
Number 1 is AN INTRODUCTION TO PRESERVATION,
and Number 2 is ARCHIVAL STORAGE OF PAPER. To
acquire these publications call (800) 448-6160.
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