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Microfilming Workshop

On MNovember 9, 1994, twenty-five New
Hampshire Archives Group members met at the Exeter
Historical Society for a presentation on preservation
microfilming and reformatting. Steve Dalton, Direc-
tor of Reprographic Services at the Northeast Docu-
ment Conservation Center, began his presentation by
emphasizing that "despite growing interest in newer
technologies, microfilm has remained an established
and valued preservation medium for nearly sixty
years,"

Dalton addressed such issues as selection for
microfilming, preparing materials for the vendor, new
microfilm technologies, and digital imaging. He
explained the many preservation standards which
apply to microfilming and described the need to make
these standards a part of any contract for preservation
microfilming services. He provided attendees with a
useful packet of handouts to help guide them through
preservation microfilming and reformatting.

The Exeter Historical Society provided morn-
ing refreshments. The cost of the workshop was
underwritten by the New Hampshire Archives Group
and the New Hampshire Preservation Initiative, a
state-wide needs assessment project funded in-part by
the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Bill Ross

My Two Cents

On Election Day 1994, American voters
went to the polls and sent a loud message to the
politicians in Washington and Concord. The
results of the election have been seen as a mandate
for shrinking both federal and state budgets by
reducing government spending and by consolidat-
ing long-standing programs. The Republicans'
"Contract with America” has spawned a frenzied
bidding war both within Congress and between

Please turn to page four.

Access to History:
The Use of USMARC-AMC
at UNH Special Collections

Providing access tothe *‘uniqueitems’’ housed
in archival repositories is the immediate goal of all
archivists and special collections librarians. The docu-
ments housed in these repositories comprise the raw
data from which we learn what has been done, by
whom, when, and under what circumstances. Stan-
dardization in cataloging, by using the United States
Machine Readable Cataloging-Archival and Manu-
scripts Control (USMARC-AMC), allows archiviststo
make their collections available electronically to a
wider array of researchers.

Each USMARC-AMC record consists of sev-
eral components, and together these components con-
tain all the records descriptive elements. Each compo-
nent contains information about the collection or series
such as the creator, title, dates, size, biography and
history note, and major subjects covered in the papers.
All of these components make up the USMARC-AMC
record and provide the researcher with basic informa-
tion on the materials being sought. There are other
optional elements that the archivist can include when
cataloging which provide information on such things as
provenance and preservation/conservation informa-
tion.

In order to catalog archival materials properly,
we must remember certain assumptions about the
nature of the materials being cataloged. The archivist
must always think in terms of groups and the relation-
ship between items in the collection or series. Also,
account must be taken of the origin/source of the
records and how this directly relates to their signifi-
cance. And most importantly, archivists should always
remember that the materials contained within an ar-

chives are unique. These assumptions highlight the

Please turn to page three.
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