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Slate of Executive Board Officers to be presented at the Annual Meetino
Past President - Elizabeth Siomba, University of New Hampshire
President - Barbara Miles, Aviation Historical Society, Manchester

Vice President - Tracy Messer, Crotched Mountain, Greenfield
Secretary fTreasurer - Susan Kindstedt, Portsmouth Athenaeum

2nd term as Representative-at-Iarge - Barb Rimkunas, Exeter Historical Society

Legislative Alert!
NH Local Government Records Manaoement Improvement Fund
Editor

The LGRMIF, not an acronym with much charm, is once more attempting to wend its way
through the NH Legislature. This fund was intended to provide records management field
support and grants to NH cities and towns. The Fund was established by the Legislature in
2002, but has remained unfunded. Sen. D'Aliesandro has again introduced the legislation that
would provide a designated stream for revenue to the fund. This year it is Senate Bill [SB 180-
FN-A-L]. The revenue would come from increasing the motor vehicle registration fee by $1.00.
Fifty cents would go into the fund and 50 cents would go to the State archives to hire a local
records field support archivist. Towns could choose whether or not to participate in the program
and thus contribute to the fund. Only participating towns could get grants.

After some trouble in the committee, SB180was voted Ought to Pass on a 20-4 vote in the
Senate. Paul Bergeron, Nashua City Clerk, reports that he expects it to be a "rough ride" in the
House also. If you approve of field support and grant money for the organization and
preseryatian of city & town records, please contact your representative in the NH House and
ask support for B180.
Review: Basics of Archives On-Line Workshop
Elaine Loft, New Hampshire Antiquarian Society, Hopkinton, NH



The American Association of State and Local History (AASLH) in partnership with the
Council of State Historical RecordsCoordinators (COSHRC), the Michigan Historical
Center, the New York State Archives, and the Ohio Historical Society have coilaborated
to create an on-line workshop called "The Basic of Archives." The workshop took three
years to develop and was funded by a grant from the Institute of Museum and Library
Studies. The first class ran from February 1 through.March 11: there were over eighty
participants from around the country.

For the past five and a half years I have been the director of the New Hampshire
Antiquarian Society. NHAS is the historical society for the town of Hopkinton. The
Society has a good size collection of books, journals, letters, photos, and ephemera.
Since 1999, an archivist has worked on a consulting basis to sort and catalog the
collection. Watching this process, I have become interested in archival work (my
background is primarily in the museum field). I thought it would be beneficial to take the
AASLH course in order to glean some information about the "paper" side ofthe NHAS
collection.

Overall, I found the course to be informative, thorough, and easy to use. I would highly
recommend it to anyone who has responsibility for records management in local
historical societies or small to medium size towns. The cost is very reasonable ($95)
and the materials and examples I downloaded have given me a wonderful handbook to
refer to for present and future projecls. This is a "soup to nuts" workshop, divided into
five courseS: Introduction to Archives and Archivists; What to Collect and How to Collect
It; Processing; Housing Your Collection;Access and Outreach. The material is fairly
straight forward, but the links to other sites offer far greater depth. At the end of each
course you take a little exam (grade of 70 to pass), and AASLH sends a "Certificate of
Completion" at the end of the workshop.

Although I have never taken an on line course, I found the procedures to be very easy.
The "chat room" times did not correspond with my schedule, but one can also send
questions directly to the faculty person, a former state archivist for the state of Ohio.
Technical support was provided by AASLH.

For further information about this on line workshop, you may contact AASLH at their
web site, www.aaslh.org. The course will be offered two more times in 2005 (May-June
and November-December).

Editor's note: I visited with Elaine this week and we chatted as we looked over her course

materials. She noted that she enjoyed the images of documents and photographs used to
support the textual materials and stated again that the links to various web-sites of real
historical societies were a useful addition to the course. She did find that, for someone with her
experience, some of the early lessons were too simple and the arrangenient and description
section is difficult to teach without some hands-on.
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