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How a Primary Makes Secondary Sources Primary
Barbara D. Miles, Library & Archives of NH's Political Tradition

It required an act of contrition to the god of acquisition, a bending of the brow before the
patron of provenance, an examination of conscience with the blessed virgin original source and
a nine-month novena to holy spirit appraisal. All this was necessary in my archivally trained
mind to deliver a bumper sticker at the altar of inherent value.

Suddenly, massed produced materials including signs, lapel stickers, posters, buttons
and new,spaper clippings became vital records in the documentation of political campaigns and
consequently, sought after treasures for the archives of American democracy. How, I
questioned my inner sense at original order could I justify collecting thousands of reprinted
articles from hundreds of newspapers and identify them as archival? Ah, I began to succumb to
temptation...arrange them in chronological order and they will portray the process by which a
candidate captures or looses the Party nomination.

Appeasing my resistance to gather up commercially produced 14" x 24" posters
prompting voters to choose the candidate's name highlighted in never-ending red, white and
blue stars and stripes, I found myself begging supporters to relinquish their home-made poster
so that "personality for posterity" could be represented in the collection. Seek out the rare
brochures and unusual fliers, I told myself. Take photographs of the candidates that only your
repository will possess. Yes, you can do this!

You, the Archivist for the New Hampshire Political Library has a once in a life-time
opportunity to collect every possible artifact of the 2004 Presidential Primary, acquire signatures
of all the hopefuls, snare the litter left by campaign headquarters before they close and leave
town, never to be seen again. Yes, my prayers for guidance through the deluge of banners and
fliers were being answered. . I will dedicate myself to gathering up materials that reflect the
presence of candidates here in New Hampshire. I proceeded now with confidence that at least,
we, if no other archives in the country hold title to one copy of the New Hampshire
born phrase "Date Dean - Marry Kerry." Now I could smile genuinely when contributors bring in
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the early black and white brochures from the leadi~g contender because it tells the story of how
the campaign developed from not having enough money to print colored literature to the ability
to produce glossy enlargements of the candidate, nationwide.

By the time our First-In-The-Nation Primary ended, I had the honor of meeting each of
the candidates, observing the process through which they worked out approaches to national
and International issues and participated in the political process available only to residents of
New Hampshire. My dilemmas with the divinities of archival principles were reconciled. Although
I still can't quite accept a political button as a jewel in the crown of our profession, I can interpret
the unique opportunity the Primary offers to this New Hampshire Political Library.. Ambassador Braun's comparison of Iraqi Freedom to mowing the lawn, before fixing a

broken and leaking toilet became a folklore story heard first by those attending breaktast at
Politics & Eggs.. Clark's photocopies of the first thousand letters to draft him testified to the grass roots power
of NewHampshire'sinitiative. .. Dean's campaign donation of hundreds of photographs taken by volunteers resulted in the
largest collection of his engaging voters in the Granite State.. Elizabeth Edward's visit to the.library graced the library with her essence of love and support
as wite and. mother.. Richard Gephardt's signature in the Political Library's guest book demonstrated the strength
of this organization to become a significant stop on the campaign trail.. Contents of single fblders account for the early withdrawal and proof of the attempts made
by Gary Hart and Joe Biden.. John Kerry's thunder sticks sneaked past security in the State House sound loud

encouragement for a quietly conlident candidate.. Photographs of drummers and dancers for Dennis Kucinich portray the joy and exuberance
he inspired in his supporters.. The image of Joe Lieberman's mother in her wheel-chair campaigning for her son in the
Center of New Hampshire will remind researchers how personal politics is in the Granite
State.. A Poster made for the visit of AI Sharpton to New England College assures the ability of

New Hampshire institutions to provide first-hand knowledge of those who seek the highest
office in the land.

As an archives devoted to the First-ln.The Nation Presidential Primary, the Political Library is
becoming Second-To-None.

E

ducational Opportunities

NEA Arrangement & Description workshop: Introduction to Archivai Processing, Bruce Stark
John F. Kennedy Library May 14th, 9 am - 4 pm Boston, MA

SAA 68th Annual Meeting August 2-8, 2004 Boston, MA

NEA Fall Meeting October 15-16, 2004 Biddeford ME
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