The Historical Society of
Amherst, NH

Outreach through Technology

The Evolution of our Digitization Project

Digital
Hist | Society of .
S ATHETSLN Collection

Currently we have nearly 1500
digital images consisting of
historic photos, historical
records and artifacts

Over 700 of our historic
photos are searchable on our
Web site

RN

Early Beginnings
Historical Society of
" anherst NH 2002

Stereoview Card Collection

- Museum visitors were allowed L B
to handle and view the cards ﬁ
with stereoptic viewers S

— We realized the cards were irreplaceable, but
they were a popular draw particularly amongst
school children

— Member, Bill Veillette, scanned the card
collection using his personal equipment and
made copies for patrons to view

The Next
Historical Society of ..
Amherst, NH DI‘IVIng FOI’CG

In 2003, published author and  Amherst Historical Moments
unofficial town historian, Bob
Rowe, had an idea for a book
to benefit our Society
Collaborating with Bill
Veillette, they began looking
for fresh photos to accompany
their compilation of historic
Ambherst vignettes

The Next
Historical Society of ..
e\ Driving Force

« Scoured thru Society’s
collection and solicited images
from the public

« Bill Veillette began to scan
images

« Initial objective: Scan selected
photos at high enough
resolution for publication

Ambherst Historical Moments

The Next
Hist | Society of ..
et A Driving Force

Expanded objective: Amherst Historical Moments
Preservation of the Society’s
collection

Soon amassed over 700 digital
images — well beyond the
number included in this
publication




Organization and

Historical Society of

Amherst, NH ACCESS
» Concurrent to the book project,
| was taking digital photos of '
our of our museum collection [T lsssisasas e
and cataloging items inacrude = & E % =| @
Microsoft Access program = B

In order to effectively manage @m=— —= =/
our growing collection, we PastPerfect Software
purchased PastPerfect, along

with their Digital Imaging

module

Organization and
Historical Society of
Amherst, NH Access

« Bill set to work creating
records for each scanned photo

PastPerfect Software

= PatPartect S R e R
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Our Web Site
Historical Society of
Amherst, NH www.hsanh.org

« By the beginning of 2005, we had
hundreds of images scanned and
cataloged and we wanted to share them
with the public

 The time was right for a Web presence

Purchased the Virtual Exhibit

component of PastPerfect in order to

attach the Photo Catalog to our Web

Considerations for
development:

Our Web Site
Historical Society of
Amherst, NH www.hsanh.org

— Virtual Exhibit component to
blend seamlessly

— Easy navigation
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Digital Image Collection
Historical Society of Amherst, N.H.

¥ over 00 lustonic photos priblchy scceeable
hers smd peneabogrits will bemeft from its
 Asbierst. oe history m general. vill find
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dstsgh this Web site. Whade we've suire lastoraans, o
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these images » deleght to browse

The Caliection

O image collection has been acquired heough he generosity of sy domeas. Souse have gifted
actual photographs to o Secscty. while othvers have retawed thew orgmals and allowed us to destalhy
ccam thew unages. I you bave auy obd pchmes pertanung to Amberst ou its sitizens pror 1o 1976, pleass
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- After viewang thwe collection. you nery wish fo obtams sopaes of cortam images for franng While the low
* wesokison files avalable on thas Web ute are of adequate quaby for the screen, they do not generalhy +

[y




1 I O SS TE %

Poor Farm Bridge

Hortmsa Boaely of Amberats Exge Image Cobeson

== [ == [

Recond 473 [

Ot D BTN

Binkvgun Frre . Dok s Covsntey b ol 4. Prsosneh B, Aihirot, HH
B, o b, stesbard . deoded back Publshod by Uninas, Pt by Frasd W S Past Cord .
Porinated Hota

Frost coptcn: ooy Fam Tesdge, Ambost, 5 1 Buck coption: Hoow

Wi o ok Hosa. Wiing o Vosk et Ablrsrand 14 W
ey

230 WalEH

[y

1 I O SS TE %

Faved 497,

: Post Faim Bridge - Hirtoosol Socarty of Amberet s Duplalimage Colrctaon
Etarsh k.3 -
Drescimption
Pencard of Poor Farm
a Soubwgmn

by Frask W Swdew
Fedt Card Co.
Fostmarked Hose
Froen capaon. Foon
Faeen Bridge, Assberst,
N H* Back capion
Mome Wreng o4 ot
Home. Wrting oa back
Hooe Addmisedic:
Home

Peca Fum Bndgs OOTSOUHEOAN RTER.I 190

[y

Concoed Conch
[ | [Gonr|

T —

Ri=

JEr— T

Search Results for Concord Conch
3 mitrhing e B

igmonds peotwed coipctocn of enneatd comih asmw lotatin

Lok vy T s Toese. b erythn 0k oe winday bov,
et 15 e aay west peanzey, 004 6 3 Camages Coaches

Casicond Caach
Faywits, photbgrapa pred oBeion of cancerd ceach i rown
Iocien s, (b ray be Shotn. wrie back: nor. 9999 1 7 et
et

8] e comciotn B et

Search Exdubat

Phas and prass Search

[ | [Gonr|

e ——

[y

Protecting our
Images

Historical Society of
Amherst, NH

¢ Image Collection and Sales Policy

— Provides for safeguards to help ensure our
images are not reproduced by others for
profit

— Those purchasing high resolution files ($25
per image) must sign a statement affirming
that they understand our policy

— For a fee the purchaser may publish the
image (unless the Society does not own the
original)
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Genealogical Indexes Ambherst, Hillsborough Co., New Hampshire
O o gl ki sl b et ol nws seias i e s s 1 Index of Births from A st Town Reports 1884 —
"imll e've sure will prove by usefinl ta thoce doing gemesbogcl 1930

We're happy to nuake ber Vital Records and Baptiom Indeves available s s Web ste Historical Society of Amherst, Jackie Marshall, Genealogy Chair, 28 Feb

® bout Indes to Amherst Vieal Eagords 2003
sl - Bthe (1554 - 1930) v Please see About Inde ta Vieal Essords for mere detals sbout specific data by year
= Mamiages (1884 - 1930}
+ Daathe - d ’ - 1954 M-Z
+ Daaths - Brou R — o (1554 - 1984}
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Benefits to having
Historical Society of . " ASB- - MG E WA H e 8 -8 DOAR -8
Amherst, NH a Web site [ B-% B -&-B& 550D = y
Hissorical Society of Amherst, NH ¥
Membarahip Applcation
Perfect venue for sharing information about
our Society and the work so many -
of our members have done, such as: L
— Genealogical Indexes S
— A host of forms available in .pdf e e
L
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Benefits to having
a Web site

Historical Society of
Amherst, NH

« Perfect venue for sharing information about
our Society and the work so many
of our members have done, such as:

— Genealogical Indexes
— A host of forms available in .pdf
 Saves volunteer time

Creates higher visibility for our

Society which will hopefully translate to

increased membership/donations

Benefits to Making
Images Available
on the Web

Historical Society of
Amherst, NH

« Several people have provided
more information on images

« A few high resolution images
have been sold

* Facilitates research and, once
again, saves volunteer time

Other Benefits to
Digitization

Historical Society of
Amherst, NH

¢ Exhibit Labels

This filing cabinet once belonged to John
Farmer (1789-1838) — preeminent 19" century
historian and founder of the New Hampshire
Historical Society. His signature can be seen
on the hinged drop front.

Mr. Farmer lived and taught school in Amherst in the early 1800s.
He also wrote the first history of our town, Historical Sketch of
Ambherst.

Other Benefits to
Digitization

Historical Society of
Amherst, NH

* Exhibit Labels
* Easily access images for newsletter




Where Are
Historical Society of
S amherst NH We Now

» We continue to scan and have added considerably
to our Archives and Objects Catalogs
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Where Are
Historical Society of
Amherst, NH We NOW

« We continue to scan and have added considerably
to our Archives Catalog

* We plan to update our Web site this summer with
many more digital images and some records from
our Archives Catalog

* We hope to install PastPerfect at
our local library to make it more
accessible to researchers




Historical Society of
Amherst, NH

 Photos
— 300 dpi
— 10” wide output
— tif format

Standards for
Scanning

* In order to facilitate volunteer involvement,
we’re developing a set of standards for the
scanning and data entry process

— convert to .jpg (roughly 100K) for Uﬂ
attachment to PastPerfect

Standards for
Historical Society of .
Amherst, NH Scanning

« Historical Records (Archives Catalog)

— As low of a resolution that maintains
readability (around 200K)
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Standards for
Historical Society of .
Amherst, NH Scan n|ng

« Historical Records (Archives Catalog)

— As low of a resolution that maintains
readability (around 200K)

« Object Catalog
— Low resolution .jpg images (around 100K)

L




Associated
Historical Society of
Amherst, NH COS'[S

Entirely a volunteer effort

Cost to purchase software:

— PastPerfect, Digital Imaging, Network ‘; %
upgrade, Scatter/Gather, Virtual X
Exhibit Cd

Cost for Web hosting service

Cost for archival sleeves for those
providing photographs

Historical Society of
Amherst, NH

1. Create digital images through
scanning and digital
photography

2. Software to assist with
cataloging and serve as a
finding aid

3. Web site development

Summary

Outreach through Technology

The Historical Society of
Ambherst, NH

The Evolution of our Digitization Project




